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Switch Bill of Lading, as one of the common yet sensitive famotone

practices in international maritime transport, refers to the process
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of replacing an original bill of lading with a new one in which U era026
(Original Article)

essential details such as the name and address of the consignor
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and consignee, the place of origin or destination of the goods, and
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in some cases even the physical description of the cargo are 10.22034/jpl.2025.2065362.1221

altered. This practice is usually carried out in response to
commercial necessities such as a change of buyer during transit,
the need to issue documents that comply with the requirements of
the final buyer, or, in more sensitive cases, to circumvent trade
barriers, restrictive regulations, or international sanctions.
Despite its significant role in facilitating international trade and
providing flexibility in shipping operations, it should be noted
that none of the major international regimes governing maritime
transport of goods including the various versions of the Hague

Rules, the Hamburg Rules 1978, or the Rotterdam Rules



2008 explicitly and directly address the issue of switch bills of
lading. Similarly, in the Iranian legal system, there are no specific
and clear regulations that define this process and its legal
consequences, which can lead to ambiguities and legal disputes
among stakeholders. Within this context, the main question arises
as to how the process of switching a bill of lading is actually
conducted in practice, and what legal implications, restrictions,
and challenges it entails. The present study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library research,
analysis of relevant judicial precedents, and examination of
related international instruments, seeks to answer these
questions. The findings of the research indicate that although a
switch bill of lading can be an effective tool for increasing
flexibility in international transactions and adapting trade
documents to the dynamic needs of commercial parties, its legal
validity depends on compliance with essential conditions such as
verifying the authority of the requesting party, ensuring the
effective and complete cancellation of previous versions, and
utilizing modern technologies such as electronic transport
documents. Observing these requirements plays a crucial role in
preventing fraud, minimizing legal disputes, and enhancing the
security and transparency of shipping documentation in

international maritime commerce.
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Ahmed E. (2023). How to survive as an Intermediary in the international trading
business, Available at: (https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-survive-intermediary-
international-trading-business-ark-trading), Visited 2025/04/12.
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S&P Global Commodity Insights (Platts), Methodology and Specifications Guide, various
products (e.g9., crude oil, refined products), available at:
https://www.spglobal.com/commodityinsights, Visited on 2025/06/04
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1 The Istana VI, [2010] MLJU 1790 (High Court of Malaya, Malaysia).
2 Samsung Corp v Devon Industries Sdn Bhd [1996] SGHC 246, [1995] 3 SLR® 603 (Singapore
High Court)
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I'Soctek Sdn Bhd v Temuka Navigation Co Pte Ltd [1995] SGHC 136

2 Elder Dempster Lines Ltd v Zaki Ishag (The Lycaon) [1983] 2 Lloyd’s Rep. 548

3 Samsung Corp v Devon Industries Sdn Bhd [1996] SGHC 246, [1995] 3 SLR® 603 (Singapore
High Court)
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! The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
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OFAC. (2025). Available at:

(https://ofac.treasury.gov/media/934236/download?inline#:~:text=In%20February%202025
%2C%200FAC%20imposed,hundreds%200f%20millions%200f%20dollars)
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