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This article examines one of the lesser-studied legal o
nstitute

dimensions of the Battle of Karbala’ by analyzing the release of
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Dahhak ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Mashrigl by Imam Husayn (A.S.) 5“;:3?:’ ?"I)ZG
itoria

during the final hours of ‘Ashira’. Rather than approaching this
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event merely as a historical narrative, the study treats it as a legal
DOI:

case through which fundamental principles of contract law can be 10.22034/jpl.2026.737965

explored. Using a descriptive-analytical method and relying
primarily on the reports of Abll Mikhnaf as transmitted by al-
Tabarl, the article first evaluates the historical credibility of the
narrative through source criticism, chain-of-transmission
analysis, the evidentiary value of an admission narrative, and the
consistency of the report with the established conduct of Imam
Husayn (A.S.).

The legal analysis then focuses on the contractual relationship
between Imam Husayn (A.S.) and Dahhak ibn ‘Abd Allah,

emphasizing the binding force of mutual consent, the legal effect



of conditional commitments, the concept of discharge from
obligation (bard’at al-dhimmah), and the legal implications of the
Imam's statement, "Anta f1 hillin" ("You are released from your
obligation"). The study argues that, even at the most critical
moment of military isolation and existential necessity, Imam
Husayn (A .S.) remained fully committed to the contractual rights
arising from a voluntarily concluded agreement and refrained
from subordinating contractual autonomy to military
expediency.

To provide a broader legal perspective, the article also
compares this conduct with principles found in military law,
international humanitarian law, and contemporary legal theories
concerning human dignity and individual autonomy . It concludes
that the Imam's conduct represents an exceptional model of
contractual fidelity, demonstrating that contractual obligations
derive their legitimacy from free will rather than coercion, and
that legal authority reaches its highest ethical expression when it
respects individual autonomy even under the most extraordinary

circumstances.
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