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Abstract

The Civil Code stands as one of the most significant pieces of legislation within Iran’s legal system, having
played a pivotal role in shaping the individual and social lives of Iranians over the past century. Beyond its
scholarly and empirical richness—grounded in the nation’s thousand-year-old jurisprudential and legal
tradition—the very style and language in which it is written have been instrumental in ensuring its enduring
relevance and continued application. Consequently, it is essential to examine the contributions of key
political and cultural figures from Iran’s contemporary history—individuals who were instrumental in
establishing legal institutions and reviving the nation’s cultural and literary heritage—to the drafting and
enactment of this Code, which represents a shining chapter in Iran’s modern history. Although the name of
Mohammad Ali Foroughi does not appear among the official members of the Civil Code drafting
committee—and few researchers have hitherto acknowledged his involvement—there is substantial
evidence suggesting that this learned minister played a significant role in the formulation of what remains
the most vital and enduring document of Iranian private law. This is supported not only by explicit and
implicit references found in his own statements and the accounts of others, but also by his profound
influence on the unfolding of the formative events of that era. Beyond his broader contributions to the
establishment of a legal lexicon and the drafting of legislation in the post-Constitutional period, Foroughi—
from the outset of his tenure in the Parliament and the Ministry of Justice—worked both behind the scenes
and in the public sphere to facilitate the creation of Iran’s Civil Code. Furthermore, following the transition



away from the Qajar political order, he helped pave the way for the abolition of the capitulation system, as
well as the systematic revision and eventual enactment of the Civil Code.
Keywords: Civil Code, history, Foroughi, capitulation, constitutionalism
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